Boone County faith leaders seek solutions after recent
spate of suicides among youth within community

At least four teenagers in Boone County took their own lives since November.
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FLORENCE, Ky. —

A Kentucky community comes together Sunday night for a difficult discussion and space to
heal. At least four teenagers in Boone County took their own lives since November.

Hundreds of people showed up at Florence Baptist Church at 6 p.m. as local schools and
families have been devastated by the loss of life, taken by suicide, over the last four
months.
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Mothers Rebecca Malin and Amber Murphy both lost their children and shared their
message to teens struggling and parents who can be a listening ear.

"So speak up, ask for help when you need it, share your feelings without guilt,” Malin said.

"Be in the state of consciousness, and listen to your children when they express fear pain or
doubt be in the state of consciousness, and listen to your children when they express fear,
pain or doubt," Murphy said.

Psychologist Dr. Wayne Chappelle helped soldiers returning from battle process tragedy
and loss of life. He told the crowd life is a battlefield, too.

But even in experiencing death, you can find strength in honoring the lives lost.

"Tragedies can transform you, and you will be transformed when you are deliberate and
intentional about the way you think and your habits every day," Chappelle said.
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Former Bengal player Will Clarke lives in Union and coaches youth and high school
football. He spoke to the teens in the audience.

"The ones that you think are strong, that would never consider certain things, check on
them, check on your parents, check on your siblings, and also too, check on yourself,"
Clark said.

As Boone County grieves the lives lost, there's hope for tomorrow and solidarity as a
community.

"A night of casting hope, a night of giving resources out to parents, to families to help
provide next steps, to help not just the spiritual side, but the practical mental health side
for students, for teenagers that might need help," Luke Dibenedetto, a pastor at Seven Hills
Church, said.

If you or someone you know needs to talk with a trained, compassionate counselor, text or
call 988



